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MISTERTON PARISH COUNCIL, 

Minutes of the Meeting of Misterton Parish Council held at The Granary Room, Grove House Stables, Grovewood Road on 14th January 2025

Present: Cllrs: P. Marsden, S. Taylor, T. Shrewsbury, A. Bland, B. Cooper, M. Robertson, 
H. Brand. I. Keat, A. Archer, S. Gibbons, G. Collett, A. Stead. 

Mrs. A. Harrison –Clerk to the Council. 
County Cllr Tracey Taylor. 

24/25/163	Receive Apologies and Approve Reasons for Absence
		N. Jaggard-Smith (reasons given to members).
		Resolved: That the reason for absence be approved.

24/25/164	Receive Declarations of Interest (other than standing interests).
None

24/25/165	Approve Confidential Items
Item 19 Old Library – Consider resurfacing quotes (commercially sensitive) 
Item 20 Capital Working Group (commercially sensitive)

[bookmark: _Hlk30786230]24/25/166	Approval of the Minutes of the Council Meeting –12th December 2023 
	Resolved: That the minutes be approved as a true and accurate record. 

24/25/167	Matters Arising from the Minutes
		24/25/154 Old School Field- “Mash Up” - No further details to date from the organiser but they had been approached by the Clerk for further information.
	24/25/153 Highways - Noted recent Parish Council newsletter had included a double-paged spread about dog fouling in the village.

24/25/168     Public Discussion Period - No public in attendance.
	
24/25/169	Financial Matters
a) Receive Bank Reconciliation
Resolved: That the bank reconciliation be received to 30th November 2024.
b) Budget Monitoring –November 2024
Resolved: That the budget monitoring schedule be received.
	  c)  Approve Monthly Accounts January 2025 
Resolved: That the monthly accounts be approved to January 2024. 

23/23/170	Consider Budget papers including Clerks Report, reserves and set the precept.
	Members considered the level of general, capital, and earmarked reserves and discussed CIL receipts. Members also discussed the Burial Committee reserves. The current precept for a Band D property was £164.30
	Resolved: That the precept for 2025-26 be set at £127,257.
This equated to a Band D equivalent of £177.48, an increase of £13.18 per year (£1.10 per month) with the tax base for 2025-26 being 717.03.
The new figure allowed for an inflationary increase and a contribution towards the increase in Employers National Insurance contributions that would now cover all employee salaries at a higher rate. Despite the precept increase, expenditure would exceed income by around £14,000 which, if realised, would be taken from general reserves (or CIL receipts if projects met the required criteria).

24/25/171	Internal Audit Review - Review the system of internal control (including financial systems and the system of internal audit).
Resolved: That Julie Marshall be appointed as the internal auditor for 2024-25 (Clerk to source alternative internal auditor if they were not available)
Resolved: That the current internal controls were adequate. 

24/25/172 	To review the following:
			(a)	Council Financial Risk Assessment Policy. 
			(b)	Freedom of Information Publication Scheme.
			(c)	Protocol on Communications & Decision Making.
			Reviewed as follows: 
(a) Financial Risk assessment – Add section to Communication regarding 
Councillor authority 
(b) Publication Scheme- Update P Marsden contact number 
			(c) Communications Protocol- Unchanged.

24/25/173	Approve Annual Investment Policy 2025-26
	Resolved: That the Annual Investment Policy for 2025-26 be approved. 

24/25/174	Police including receive crime statistics 
	Members received crime stats. Noted some incidents were not in the figures but why this was the case was not yet known. 

[bookmark: _Hlk53598443]24/25/175     District Councillor Report
· Recent EGM set Housing tenants rent increase 2.7% & Councils 2025-26 tax base.
· BDC Housing targets set in the recent adopted Local Plan – BDC National targets were being exceeded by BDC. 614 required per annum with 931 homes were added per year on average since 2021.
· All two-tier areas are to work together and develop unitary proposals for reorganisation, creating councils with a population of 500,000 or more. County councils have until 17 January to submit initial plans, and district councils until March. 
· ‘Simpler Recycling’ update with kerbside glass collections by April 2026, and weekly kerbside food waste collections by October 2027.

24/25/176	County Councillor Report 
Government Settlement figures received. County Council Budget still to be set, with % increase in any Council Tax not yet confirmed. This should be available by next month.
Combined Authority Plans - Local Discussions between NCC, City Council and BDC were underway with outside consultants instructed to draw up proposals to be considered in due course. (No deferment of any May elections was possible or being suggested by NCC).
Query raised regarding the Housing Settlement Fund.

24/25/177	Church Meadow/Sports Field/Windmill Gardens 
a) Consider sports field play park resurfacing options.
Members discussed options – both long term/short term solutions to the wet-pour shrinkage. Noted the uncertainty regarding the sports field lease/purchase but also the need to make some repairs due to the recommendation in the annual inspection report. Alterative quotes had been requested but a reply had not been received by other providers. 
Resolved: That the quote from Lightmain be approved for the repair to the current wet pour at the play park. Standing Orders/Financial Regulations suspended regarding procurement rules due to the repairs being required urgently to prevent liability or injuries occurring to children as a result of any accidents at the play park.
b) Consider funding Misterton Bowls Club electricity and water charges.
Resolved: That water charges would no longer be recharged to the Club and a contribution would be made towards the annual electricity costs in the sum of £200.
This would then bring the Bowls Club in line with the other local clubs, who were not being charged for the utility costs now that the antenna was providing a funding stream. 

	 24/25/178    Highways- Consider purchase of dog bag dispensers/signage 
Members considered the images and costs for signs/dispensers.
Proposal that two dog bag dispensers be purchased from Glasdon for Grovewood Road and Station Street subject to County Council consent (s155 licence). Counter proposal that the purchase of any dispensers be deferred until a review of the current bin locations had been undertaken. The counterproposal was voted upon but not carried.
Resolved: That two dog bag dispensers be purchased from Glasdon for Grovewood Road and Station Street subject to County Council consent. (s155 licence).
Additional dog signage- DEFERRED until the February meeting.
				
 24/25/179	Consider “Virtual Village Hall software
	‘Misterton Hub’ suggested for new website. 
	Annual Cost £116 including two domains and software (£187 from year two).
	Cllr Shrewsbury volunteered to populate the website to provide information for venues across the local villages. Central calendar could also be added in due course to show events etc. Sponsorship could also be considered. 
	Resolved: That the “Misterton Hub” website be purchased and set-up by Cllr Shrewsbury. 

  24/25/180	Consider Condition of the Depot
	Previous discussions with the owner were noted. The condition of the entrance area had been improved but the rear of the site (nearest the canal) did not appear to have improved and was deteriorating.
	Resolved: That the owner be approached again to ask about clearing up the site and the Clerk to approach the Environmental Health Department at Bassetlaw District Council. 


24/25/181 	Old Library/Library- Consider resurfacing quotes
	Moved to confidential session.

24/25/182	Capital Working Group – Update including consider ecological projects (Grass container roof and solar panel on electricity box on Jubilee Garden)
	Moved to confidential session.

24/25/183	Items for Future Agenda
		VE Day proposals 
		Dog signage

24/25/184	 Planning Applications including consider planning response from NP planning consultant for 24/01372/OUT and approve Clerk attendance at Fox Covert Lane public inquiry.
		The Clerk provided background information regarding the proposal and the requests for development received from the developer and their representatives during the Neighbourhood Plan process. 
	24/01372/OUT Land Adjacent to Grovewood Road, Misterton. 
	Outline Planning Application with All Matters Reserved (Approval Sought for Access) for Residential Development with Public Open Space, Attenuation Pond, Landscaping, Biodiversity Areas, and Associated Development.
Resolved: That Helen Metcalfe be appointed to draft an objection to the application which members agreed was not compliant with the Neighbourhood or Local Plan.
Cllr Brand to ask BDC regarding consultation with the relevant drainage authority.
	APP/A3010/X/23/3335507 & APP/A3010/X/23/3335510 Land and Buildings, Fox Covert Lane. 
Certificate of Lawfulness Existing to Retention and Continued Occupation of 1 No dwelling & Certificate of Lawfulness Existing to Retention and Continued Use of 7 agricultural buildings.
Resolved: That the Clerk attend the public inquiry to reiterate the Councils previous position on these applications. 

24/25/185	Planning Determinations   
		None reported.

24/25/186	Public Bodies (Access to Meetings) Act 1960 
	In light of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the public and press were excluded. 

24/25/186	Old Library/Library- Consider resurfacing quotes
		Members considered the three quotes received.
	Resolved: That Hilltop Surfacing be approved as the contractor, with a site visit to be arranged to discuss the details. 

24/25/187 	Capital Working Group 
		Update provided regarding the recent meeting: 
	Request for the building to be added to the ‘Heritage at Risk Register’ - awaiting conservation officer reply.
	Portfolio holder meeting still to be arranged – Clerk to chase the recent request. The issue with the condition of the building to be escalated locally, including with the press if no response was received by the February meeting.
	Ecological Projects considered– Sedum covering on the old library container roof was in the region of £500.
	Resolved: That a sedum covering to the roof of the old library container be approved.
	Solar Panel to Jubilee Garden - Deferred until costs are known.

 
   
There being no other business, the meeting was closed at 9.45pm



Signed ………………………………………………….     		Dated……………………………..


	PAYEE
	Description
	£ inc VAT

	H Brand
	Christmas tree competition prizes
	25.00

	SLCC
	Annual Subscription
	240.00

	Valda Energy 
	Jubilee Garden electricity
	16.87

	Valda Energy
	Sports field electricity
	52.11

	WAVE
	Sports field water charges
	65.69

	Kingfisher Print
	Print fees - Newsletter
	156.00

	Nottinghamshire County Council
	TMC cleaning 
	207.80

	HP Instant Ink
	Ink subscription (Reimburse NP)
	17.48

	BT Services Ltd
	Phones/broadband
	74.47

	Izan Business solutions
	Monthly anti-virus software/365 emails
	110.28

	Amazon EU Sarl
	Library bookcases
	49.41

	Amazon EU Sarl
	Library bookcases
	31.98

	A Harrison
	Reimburse land registry fees- sports field title
	7.00

	Burton Dyson Solicitors
	Official office copy - sports field title
	7.00

	Notts ALC
	Annual Subscription
	555.36

	H Jackson
	Newsletter delivery
	50.00

	A Richards
	Newsletter delivery
	50.00

	Various
	Salaries -January 
	3380.01

	HMRC 
	NICS and Income Tax (£852.15 inc cemetery)
	830.35

	Notts CC Pension Account
	Employee/employer pension contributions
	889.37

	TOTAL
	 
	6816.18




	CEMETERY PAYEE
	Description
	£ inc VAT

	WAVE
	Water rates (£11.62 in credit)
	0.00

	Various
	Salaries
	87.40

	HMRC
	Tax-Jan
	21.80

	TOTAL
	 
	109.20



