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                     MISTERTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting of Misterton Parish Council held at The Granary Room, Grove House Stables, Grovewood Road on 13th January 2026

Present: Cllrs: A. Archer, M. Robertson, S. Gibbons, G. Collett, J. Marshall, N. Jaggard-Smith, 
B Cooper, S. Taylor, A. Stead, I Keat, A. Myers, R. Thompson.
 
Mrs. A. Harrison – Clerk to the Council.
4 members of the public
 
25/26/168	Apologies for Absence & approve reasons for absence.
		H. Brand (reasons provided to members).
		Resolved: That the reasons for absence be approved.

25/26/169	Receive Declarations of Interest (other than standing interests).
		None 

25/26/170	Agree Confidential Items
	None in principle.
	 
[bookmark: _Hlk30786230]25/26/171	Approval of the Minutes of the Council Meeting –9th December 2025 
Resolved: That the minutes be approved as a true and accurate record. 

25/26/172	Matters Arising from the Minutes.
	25/26/160 CCTV – Update provided
25/26/156 Matters Arising - Update provided to members by the Chairman regarding a complaint received further to the matter raised in the public session at the December meeting. It was reported that an initial meeting had been undertaken, in accordance with the complaint’s procedure, with a possible resolution reached.   

25/26/173 	Public Discussion Period
· Conservation Area query regarding the information published and provided to the public to date. 
(The resident was advised that Conservation Area designation was an initiative that was being undertaken by the District Council, the Parish Council had no powers to designate, or not designate, a conservation area and had not prepared or been responsible for the documents provided during the public consultation).
· Query regarding footpath wardens. 
· Overhanging hedge on Wharf St raised (again). 
· Christmas Event – Concern raised about use of the Church venue which the resident considered was a hazard due to the numbers of people attending.  Another resident supported the use of the Church. 

	(Arrival of Cllr Thompson)
  
25/26/174	Financial Matters
a) Receive Bank Reconciliation
Resolved: That the bank reconciliation be received to 30th November 2025.
b) Receive Budget Monitoring – November 2025
Noted all times under budget, other than legal expenses.
c) Approve Monthly Accounts – January 2026
Resolved: That the monthly accounts for January be approved. 

25/26/175	Consider further plans for planters on Windmill Garden
Representatives from the Garden Club attended to provide further details to members regarding the proposed planters on Windmill Gardens.
Members discussed the pros and cons of the proposed plans, as these had possibly expanded from one planter to three.  
Resolved: That the proposal for three planters be approved in accordance with the plans drafted and circulated to members.  
(Bulb signage also raised) 

25/26/176	Consider Expansion of Christmas Lights for 2026
Members considered the expansion of lamppost motifs and the cost of commercial lighting and installation. The use of second-hand motifs was one option to reduce costs as was asking the public to add lights to properties. 
Resolved: That members agreed in principle to exploring the expansion of Christmas lighting  
Resolved: A working group comprising of Cllrs Thompson, Gibbons. Bland, Marshall & Taylor was agreed to explore the provision of additional Christmas lights and to report at the February meeting some proposed ideas and potential costs.     

25/26/177	Consider Revenue Budget/Precept for 2026-27
Members considered the Clerks report and budget estimates. Members considered the day-to-day expenditure expected during the financial year and also longer-term goals such as raising funds for the sports field or other projects. 
Resolved: That the precept be set at £130.438, which was an inflationary increase of 2.99%.
The change would result in an annual increase of £1.79 for a Band D property. 

25/26/178	Consider Capital/Earmarked /General Reserves
Members considered the level of general reserves which were satisfactory. Members noted the earmarked reserves for library items, Christmas Lights and the small capital reserve sum.  
Resolved: Members earmarked the sum of £10,000 for development of the skate park as this had already been saved in previous budgets for this purpose, and £40,000 for the Sports Field with a view to securing ownership of the ground at the conclusion of the lease.




25/26/179	Internal Audit Review inc review of financial control and appointment of Internal Auditor.
	Resolved: That the financial controls were satisfactory and that Julie Marshall be appointed as the Internal Auditor for 2025-26 as she was both competent and independent of the Council.   

25/26/180	To review the following:
	(a)	Council Financial Risk Assessment Policy 
(b)	Freedom of Information Publication Scheme
(c)	Protocol on Communications & Decision Making
That the above documents were satisfactory with new Councillor details included where appropriate and the proposed amendments to the Communications Protocol approved.

25/26/181	Consider the 2026-27 Annual Investment Policy
	Resolved: That the Annual Investment Policy be approved

[bookmark: _Hlk53598443]25/26/182       District Councillor Report
	  Report to be circulated due to the District Councillors absence. 

  25/26/183	County Councillor Report 
· School admissions	
· Bridleway issue
· Divisional fund exhausted until April.
· Dog attacks reported
·  Highways matters (Newell’s Terrace classed as non-urgent, Wharf Road bridge repairs being chased with Severn Trent update and weight limit requested).

25/26/184	Church Meadow/Jubilee & Windmill Garden/Sports Field
a) Sports Field /Old Library – Approve 2026 Grass cutting fees. 
The Clerk noted that she had approached a further two contractors, but they were not looking to undertake the work due to the machinery required for the sports ground. 
Resolved: That the quote be approved with North Notts Landscapes for 2026.

25/26/185	Capital Projects Working Group- Update
	Noted that there was no meeting in December but BDC Will Wilson had advised that the ‘Know your Place’ initiative should occur after the Grovewood Road planning appeal was decided. 

25/26/186	Consider bringing the 5-Year plan back under the remit of the full Council and consider focus/aims of a 5-year plan. 
	Members had received the proposal from Cllr Robertson. 
	Noted that the original 5-year plan was always considered and approved by the full Council, however a working group did initially draft for such approval. It was acknowledged that it had now fallen into abeyance and needed to be reviewed, including what should go into such a plan.  It was further proposed that a project team be agreed to consider the framework required for such a plan. 
	Resolved: That a project team be put together to draft a strategic plan/framework. This would then be brought to the full council for approval and reviewed initially on a monthly basis. 
	Resolved: That Cllr Robertson, Archer, Gibbons & Marshall form the project group with a draft framework/plan to be brought to the February meeting.  
	 
25/26/187	Items for Future Agenda
· Consider venue for meetings.
· Strategic Plan (including Church liaison)
· Consider ‘Severe bleed kits’ 
· Village Champion
· 	
25/26/188 	Planning Applications 
a)  Applications – None
b) Approve attendance by the Clerk at the planning appeal on 26th & 27th January 2026:  APP/A3010/W/25/3371669 Outline Planning Application with All Matters Reserved (Approval Sought for Access) for up to 45 Residential Dwellings with Public Open Space, Attenuation Pond, Landscaping, Biodiversity Areas and Associated Development
Resolved: That the Clerk to attend and make representations as required.

25/26/189 	Planning Determinations - None


There being no other business the meeting was closed at 9.20pm.



Signed ………………………………………………….          		Dated……………………………..

























	Payee
	Description
	Total inc VAT

	HFC
	Flagpole and flag
	575.28

	SLCC
	Annual Subscription
	225.00

	Izan Business Solutions Ltd
	Microsoft email subscription
	119.78

	Kingfisher Print
	Newsletter print costs
	156.00

	HP Ink
	Ink subscription (Reimburse NP)
	19.98

	Valda Energy
	Electricity - Jubilee Garden
	18.13

	Misterton PCC
	Donation - Bells Appeal
	93.50

	Five Villages First Responders
	Donation
	93.50

	Harworth Brass
	Brass Band fee - Christmas event
	100.00

	H Jackson
	Newsletter delivery
	50.00

	A Richards
	Newsletter delivery
	50.00

	Co-operative
	Christmas Expenses - Reimburse N Jaggard-Smith
	110.80

	BT
	Broadband/phone
	84.80

	Valda Energy
	Electricity - Sports field
	59.71

	WAVE
	Water charges - Sports field
	116.67

	Izan Business Solutions Ltd
	Computer and set up
	991.67

	Viking Trees
	Sports field - poplars
	480.00

	Vertas
	Library cleaning
	225.76

	Notts ALC
	Training fee
	45.00

	Various
	Salaries
	3686.61

	HMRC 
	NICS and Income Tax (£1125.03 inc cemetery)
	1101.63

	Notts CC Pension Account
	Employee/employer pension contributions
	1002.71

	TOTAL
	 
	9406.53



	Cemetery Payee
	Description
	Total inc VAT

	WAVE
	Water charges
	28.38

	David Smith
	Handyman -salary 
	93.17

	HMRC
	Tax
	23.40

	TOTAL
	 
	144.95





	
	
	



